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I DON'T
THINK HE'S
FROM
AROCLUIND

%

</ TH{NK WHEN THEY
T 7 _OPENED THAT
TS A PRISON IN GRANT
COUNTY T DIDN'T
- THINK WE'D BE
GETTING THEIR
RUN-OFF/

OUR BACK-UP IS PROBABLY MORE
THAN TEN MILES AWAY! WE'RE
SITTING DUCKS BEHIND

ME... T'M
GOING TO TRY
AND MAKE IT

TO THAT DITCH
S0 WE CAN

\ SURROLIND
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WHAT THE

JUsT DECIDE

TO TAKE A BREAK
AT THE SAME
TIME?/

HELLOP/
ANYBODY?/
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OH, YOU'RE
AWAKE. WE'RE
JUST GETTING
READY TO HAVE

OH, HLUH?
SORRY ABOUT WHAT ARE
MY BQY. HE HIT YOU TALKING
YOU OVER THE ABOUTS
HEAD WITH A
SHOVEL.
HE ./ S
THOUGHT A
YOU WERE W Y \
ONE OF ‘.,x\,
THOSE... AN =
THINGS. = -
! < e
f:"J _/_:’ | =5 )
12 g e
— V4 N i
| 3
]

"THINGS?" YOU MEAN
THOSE MONSTERS
THAT ARE AT THE
HOSPITAL?! WHO
ARE YOU PEOPLE?
WHAT THE MELL

WHOA,
WHOA,.. CALM
DOWN THERE
BLIDDY. THIS WAS
ALL JUST A MIS-

MY BOY DIDN'T
MEAN
NOTHING.

UNDERSTANDING.

HOW
DD IT ALL

HAPPEN?
WHAT WENT




I WAS SHOT... I WOKE &8 ALL MEDIA SHUT DOWN AFTER
UP IN THE HOSPITAL ' A FEW WEEKS. T HAVEN'T
1

AND WAS ATTACKED. T HEARD MUCH OF ANYTHING
CAME HOME... MY WIFE AFTER THAT. IF THEY FOUND
AND KID WERE GONE... A WAY TO STOP IT... THEY
THE WHOLE DAMN TOWN HAVEN'T MADE IT HERE
WAS DESERTED. T YET. THOSE THINGS ARE
A\ DIDN'T KNOW WHAT EVERYWHERE.
THE HELL WAS .
GOING ON.

YOU SAY
NOBODY
KNOWS WHAT

BLOW TO THE HEAD
WILL TAKE 'EM OUT. THAT'S
WHY THE BQY WHACKED YOU
WITH OUR SHOVEL. NOTHING
MUCH ELSE SEEMS TO FAZE
THEM. ANYTIME ONE WANDERS
INTO THE YARD WE TAKE CARE
OF IT. WE TRY TO KEEP QUIET...
THEY'D COME AFTER US IF

THEY KNEW WE WAS HERE.

=

MY IN-LAWS LIVE IN ATLANTA...
THAT'S ONLY A FIVE-HOUR
DRIVE FROM HERE. THAT'S |
PROBABLY WHERE MY
WIFE WENT.

BEFORE THEY STOPPED
BROADCASTING THEY TOLD
Us TO RELOCATE TO THE
BIGGER CITIES. THEY SAD
THEY COULD PROTECT

Us ALl THERE. I FIGLURED
I'D BE BETTER OFF
TARKING MY CHANCES

OH,
YEAH... T'M
SURE LHEY' RE

THANK
GOD... IF THEY'RE
v PROTECTING THE
X8 o/TIES... MAN, T WAS
50 WORRIED.

WELL... T . .
NEED A CAR -
IF T'M GOING T
TO GET TO / ‘ #‘8"5‘,0

ATLANTA... / | SHOPPING?




I
FIGURED YOU FOR A
HUNTER, AFTER YOU SAD YOU
GOT SHOT AND ALL. YOU BEING
A COP... YOU DON'T MIND MY
BOY AND I TAKING RESIDENCE IN

T'M NOT GOING TO ARREST
YOU IF THAT'S WHAT You

MEAN. MOST OF THE HOUSES
ON MY STREET HAD BEEN
LOOTED. YOU SEEMED TO
BE FIXING THE PLACE UP.

— THE THOMPSON'S WILL

B PROBABLY THANK 7 |

YOU WHEN THEY A=

jf '.P GET BACK. i
‘!‘~f

f

UP A FIGHT
OVER THE i
PLACE. —r%

— LS |

(4

= ) |
=Y T\ e . @
- "‘“i‘l"-".*‘ _la,»',fl,’,zjw/f; =

YOUR NEIGHBORS PLACE DO YOU?

=]

you
DON'T HAVE
TO JUSTIFY
ANYTHING TO
ME. YOU'RE
KEEPING YOUR
SON SAFE. I'™
WORRIED SICK
ABOUT MINE. T

LINDERSTAND.

NOT LIKE WE'RE
STEALING THE PLACE...
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD
JUST SEEMED SAFER.
WE DON'T FIGURE THAT
WE'RE HURTING ANYBODY
BY STAYING THEEE...
AND IN MY BOOK THAT
MAKES IT OKAY.

RICK...
OFFICER
RICK GRIMES
AT YOLIR
SERVICE.

APPRECIATE
THAT. Y'KNOW...
I DON'T THINK

I GOT YOUR

NAME.

OH,
MORGAN

JONES... AND
THIS HERE I3

LITTLE
DUANE.

YOU'RE A GOCD MAN, MORGAM.
I REALLY APFPRECIATE YOU
DRIVING ME OVER HERE.

YOUW'VE HELPED ME
ouT ALOT.

JUST TO GET TO
TALK TO SOMEONE.
IFIT AN'T ABOUT
CARTOONS OR
PASSING GAS... MY
BOY DON'T WANT
TO TALK ABOUT IT.



AFTER
EVERYTHING I'VE
SEEN TODAY... T
FEEL GUILTY FOR
LALIGHING.

HEY, MAN... IT'S OKAY. YOU'VE

o — VOSSN "

=

SEEN SOME ERAZY SHIT oUT
THERE... WE ALL HAVE. YOU

CAN'T LET IT GET TO YOLI. gl
yOU JUST GOTTA KEEP
GOING, YOU CAN'T STOP =

TO THINK ABOUT IT...
OR YOU'LL GO

I
FIGURED I
MIGHT AS WELL
BRING A FEW
ALONG... JUST IN
CASE. SPEAKING

OF WHICH...

FOLLOW
ME.

:
JUST NEED
TO FIND THE
RIGHT KEY...




GRAB A COUFLE FOR
YOURSELF. IF WHACKING
THOSE THINGS OVER THE

HEAD WITH A SHOVEL

DOES THEM IM... T'M

SURE THOSE THINGS

WILL WORK.

SHOLLD
SAVE YOU
SOME
EFFORT.

THE SHELLS ARE IN
THE CABINET BELOW
THE GUN RACK. MAKE
SURE YOU SAVE SOME
FOR ME. T'LL BE
RIGHT BACK.

ARE
THERE I FIGURED
ENOUGH IF T WAS GOING INTO A
SHELLS FOR BIG CITY, AND THEY'VE GOT
BOTH WELL... A TON OF PEOPLE HOLED LUP
OF LS IN THAT GETUP THERE... T COULD GET ARCLUND
THERE? CERTANLY EASIER BEING A COP 5O T
SLITS MGHT AS WELL LOOK
N % you.
oo
—
g 2
f e
(& AR
h 2o
S
Lt

NO,
DAMMIT.
DON'T TOLICH
ANYTHING.

BUT
ENOUGH.

YES, YOU ARE... AND
I'M GONNA TEACH

YOU HOW TO USE ONE
'™ oLp | OF THEM TOMOREOW. ..

BUT UNTIL THEN
THEY'RE OFF
LIMITS.

I KEEP A SPARE LUNIFORM
IN MY LOCKER.

GRAB WHAT YOL'RE
GETTING AND FOLLOW
ME OUT BACK. T GOT
ANOTHER SURPRISE

FOR YOU.




you
TAKE THAT
- ONE ON THE
LEFT. IT DOESN'T
| RUN AS GOOD AS
| THE ONE IT'M TAKNG [ = iy

BUT IT'LL RUM
RERGH\ BETTER THAN THAT L GONG TO
AL\ HATCHBACK i B

l YOU'RE DRVING. 41 ATLANTA T'M
GOING TO
NEED THE

WHEN
THINGS GET
BACK TO NORMAL...

YOLYLL HAVE TO
GIVE IT BACK... SO
TRY NOT TO BANG
IT UP OR PUT TOO
MANY MILES ON

DON'T SWEAT IT, MAN. T'M
JUST DOING MY JOB. T
CAN'T THINK OF A BETTER
WAY TO "PROTECT AND
OSS aéi: FEE@E SERVE” LNDER THE
THINGS IF YoU CIRCUMSTANCES.
NEED TO GO ~
ANYWHERE.

2K NONK T SN,

YO, RICK. o E . : YOUVE
’ AL i ALREADY
you HOW MucH g
THIS WILL HELP | 5
3.







BETTER GET

THESE CARS OUT
OF HERE BEFORE
IT MAKES ITS WAY
AROUND TO THE
GATE.

)

TO US IN HERE ... »
YOU MAY NEED .;:’

- T'LL SEE YOU
AROLIND?

OF
COLURSE... WE'RE
NEIGHBORS. KEEP
AN EYE ON MY
HOLUISE FOR
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THE WALKING

7 WRITE TO US AT:
THE WALKING DEAD
C/0 FUNK-O-TRON
P.O. BOX 54386
LEXINGTON, KY 40555-4386
, ; OR
" WALKINGDEADEFUNKOTRON.COM

I’'m not try-

ing to scare anybody. If that

somehow happens as a result of reading this

comic that’s great, but really... that’s not what this book is about.
What you now hold in your hands is the most serious piece of work
I've done so far in my career. I'm the guy that created Battle Pope; |
hope you guys realize what a stretch this is for me. It's really not that
hard to believe when you realize that I’'m delving into subject matter
that is so utterly serious and dramatic...

Zombies.

To me, the best zombie movies aren’t the splatter fests of gore and
violence with goofy characters and tongue in cheek antics. Good zom-
bie movies show us how messed up we are, they make us question our
station in society... and our society’s station in the world. They show
us gore and violence and all that cool stuff too... but there’s always an
undercurrent of social commentary and thoughtfulness. That’s what
makes the Romero films so great.

With “The Walking Dead” | want to explore how people deal with extreme
situations and how these events CHANGE them. I’'m in this for the long
haul, and I'm pretty sure Tony is too. You guys are going to get to see
Rick change and mature to the point that when you look back on this
issue you won’t even recognize him. | hope you guys are looking forward
to a sprawling epic, because that’'s the idea with this one.

So, if anything scares you... great, but this is NOT a horror book. | like
the term “survivalist adventure.” | think that one works well with what
we’re trying to do. This book is more about watching Rick survive than it
is about watching zombies pop around the corner and scare you. | hope

that’s what you guys are into.

All story commentary aside, at the very least, even if you hate the thing...
youwve got to admit... it at least looks good. I've been working with Tony
Moore for as long as | can remember. I’ve SEEN Tony’s work, | KNOW
Tony’s work, and I’ve got to say... just in case you didn’t notice... Tony really
pulled out all the stops one this one. | can really tell that he shares my
immense love for the subkject matter. This book is really a thing of beauty. |
couldn’t be more pleased with how it’s turning out. | hope you all agree.

So let us know, tell us what you liked, tell us what you didn’t like. Send
praise, gripes, whatever... call us names if you want... but let us know what
you think of what we’re doing. The needed info is somewhere on this page
I'm sure, so there’s really no excuse. IYIl give you something to do while you
wait for the second issue, but | promise... it won’t be more than a month.

-Robert Kirkman




[IEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PRE

I CAN'T BELIEVE THE
JERK FORGOT OUR
ANNIVERSARY AGAIN.
ESPECIALLY AFTER
ALL THE HINTS X'VE
BEEN DROPPING OVER
THE LAST WEEK.

HE DOESN'T PAY
ATTENTION TO A
DAMN THING I
SAY. IF HE DIDN'T
WEAR THE RING TO

REMEMBER THAT
WE'RE MARRIED.

I WOULD HAVE
DIVORCED HiM
LONG AGO...




EW PREVIEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PRE

YEAH... THIS IS
WORTH PLUTTING
UP WITH THE
LITTLE THINGS.

N3N -
&

T
¥

TOO LATE... WE'LL
SEE ABOUT RESUMNG
OUR ACTMITIES RIGHT
WHERE WE LEFT OFF.




IEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PRE

DON'T HAVE
FINGERFPRINTS




W PREVIEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PR

UR
HIS SECURITY
SYSTEM...
COULDN'T
SLEEP..-
DROVE

AS HE'S COMING INTO
THE PARKING LOT...
HE. SPOT3 OUR FINE
GOVERNOR LYING ON

THE PAVEMENT...
THINKS IT'S SOME




PREVIEW PREVIEW PREVIEW PRE

WHATEVER IT I5... WE MIGHT AS WELL GO
FORENSICS I3 ON IT. HOME AND GET AN EARLY
THEY'LL PROBABLY START AT IT TOMORROW
BE STLUDYING THIS ONCE _THEY'VE FOUND
PLACE LINTIL THE : MORE FOR LS TO

[ SUN COMES UP. ¥ p GO OW.
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